HOW TO TEST AN IGNITION COIL
If a coil problem is suspected, measure the coil's primary and secondary resistance with an ohmmeter. If either is out of specifications, the coil needs to be replaced.
A coil can be easily bench tested with a digital 10 megaohm impedance ohmmeter. Refer to the manufacturer’s information for the coil test specifications because the values can vary depending on the application.
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To test the ignition coil connect the ohmmeter's two test leads to the coils primary terminals (+ and -). Most coils should read between 0.4 and 2 ohms. Zero resistance would indicate a shorted coil while a high resistance reading would indicate an open coil.
Secondary resistance is measured between the positive (+) terminal and high voltage output terminal. Newer coils with segmented core construction typically read 6,000 to 8,000 ohms, while others can read as high as 15,000 ohms.
On coils that are not a can style, the primary terminals may be located in a connector or even under the coil. Refer to the vehicle manufacturer's service information for the terminal locations and ignition coil test procedures.

image1.jpeg
Typical Value:
0.4102 oims

Checking Primary
Resistance between
Coil () & ()
Terminals

Checking Secondary
Resistance between
Coil Tower and (+)

Typical Value:
6K to 15K ohms

i AA1 Car. com




